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Social cognitive theory
Observational learning based on 
the actions of models (Bandura)
Warnick, B. (2008). Imitation and education 
a philosophical inquiry into learning by 
example. Albany: State University of New 
York Press.
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Pedagogical popularity:  Antiquity to 
Renaissance
The instinct of imitation is implanted in 
man from childhood –Aristotle
• Quintilian: learn from others’ work 
to have a base knowledge for use 
later and to build on
• Other supporters include Isocrates 
and Cicero
• Later used by Augustine and 
Erasmus
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Pedagogical doubt: Enlightenment
Learning is nothing but imitation
–Kant
• Locke: concerns about 
authenticity
• Rousseau: concerns about 
artifice
Pedagogical decline: 19th century to present
All good things which exist are the 
fruits of originality
– John Stuart Mill
It is better to fail in originality than to 
succeed in imitation
– Herman Melville
Home Depot
Long, P. O. (1991). Invention, authorship," intellectual property," and the origin of patents: Notes toward a conceptual 
history. Technology and culture, 32(4), 846-884.
In disciplines
• Art
• Homage, pastiche, remix
• Computer science
• Collaboration, open source
• Law
• Precedent
Haviland, C., & Mullin, J. (2009). Who owns this 
text? plagiarism, authorship, and disciplinary cultures. 
Logan, Utah: Utah State University Press.
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Calls for revival
Butler, P. (2001). Toward a pedagogy of writing 
immersion: Using imitation in the composition 
classroom. Journal of College Writing, 4, 107-114.
Matthiesen, C. (2016). Student-driven imitation 
as a means to strengthening rhetorical agency—
Or, propelling Quintilian’s chapter on imitation 
into today’s teaching. Advances in the History of 
Rhetoric, 19(2), 208-224. 
Terrill, R.E. (2011). Mimesis, duality, and 
rhetorical education. Rhetoric Society Quarterly, 
41(4), 295-315.
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Advances in the History of Rhetoric, 19(2), 157-
171.
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When it matters
[The student] has to learn to speak 
our language 
– Bartholomae
• Entrance to college
• Transition to specific discipline
• Entrance to the workplace
Patchwriting ≠ Plagiarism
• Moore Howard: Patchwriting
represents a necessary and 
productive step in students’ 
entrée into academic discourse
• Call for “decriminalization” has 
gained broader support
• Shared vocabulary 
• Entrée to disciplinary 
communities
Jennifer Gaither/Slideshare.net International School of Bangkok University of Alberta
Artifacts, vocabulary, moves
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